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EYFS LONG Term Curriculum Overview 

GERNERAL THEMES Autumn 1 
All About Me 

Autumn 2 
Autumn & Celebrations 

Spring 1 
Winter and Superheroes 

Spring 2 
Spring and Castles 

Summer 1 
Spring and All Creatures 

Great and Small 

Summer 2 
Summer and holidays 

Enrichment 
WOW 
 
Cultural Capital 

Harvest Experience 
Harvest Service 
Planting 
Black History Month (Oct) 
 
 
 
 

TRIP - Salcey Forest 
Experience Christmas 
Christmas Service 
Theatre Trip 
School Play  
Diwali 
Black History Month 
(Oct) 

Chinese New 
Year/Pancake Day 
World Book Day 
 
Ambulance Visitor & 
maybe fire engine visit 

Bug hotel 
Planting 
TRIP - Rockingham 
Castle  
Easter Experience 
Science Day 

Eid 
 

Planting 
Caterpillars and 
Tadpoles 
King’s Coronation 
 

TRIP – Hamerton Zoo 
Water/Beach day 
July Rose 
 
Dream idea – train ride 
(Rushden Transport 
Musem – half a day?)10 

Communication and Language 
During the EYFS, the children in Owls class will be immersed in rich language through stories, talk time, continuous provision and high-quality interactions. We understand that communication and language 
underpins all 7 areas of learning and that a skilled communicator will be well equipped to access all areas of learning and make good progress. Through continuous provision and structured times, adults will 
support and continuously assess children’s speaking and listening skills on a day-to-day basis. Back and forth conversation, sharing moments in learning, commenting, responding and building on vocabulary 
as well as modelling will be the key role of the adults. Adults will develop a clear understanding of where the children are in their development of communication and language by noticing how they are 
developing the following skills: (Some children may be further on than this and others may need more support) 
(Small steps 
created from 
Development 
Matters) 

Listens to longer stories and can remember much of what 
happens.  
Understand and appropriately respond to an instruction that 
has two parts. 
Focusing attention – may only either listen or do,  but can 
change their own focus of attention.  
Is able to follow directions (if not intently focused). 
Start a conversation and continue for several turns. 
Listens to others in one-to-one or small groups, when 
conversation interests them.  
Answer simple ‘why’ questions.  
Use longer sentences of four to six words and use talk to 
organise themselves and their play. 
 
Listens to and talks about stories to build familiarity and 
understanding. 
Use a wider range of vocabulary, e.g. linked to a familiar story. 
Engage in non-fiction books.  
Listens carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how 
they sound. 

Retell a story once they have developed a deep 
familiarity with the text, some as exact repetition and 
some in their own words. 
Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key 
events and phrases in rhymes and stories.  
Use new vocabulary in different contexts. 
Be able to express a point of view and to debate when 
they disagree with an adult/friend, using both words & 
actions. 
Learn rhymes, poems and songs – including traditional 
and contemporary ones. 
Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop 
a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 
Can link sentences with words like ‘and’ or ‘because’. 
Further develop listening skills in small and large groups, 
without interrupting. 
Ask questions to find out more and to check they 
understand what has been said to them. 
 

Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop 
a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.  
Focus attention for longer periods of time. 
Hold a two-way conversation, respectfully taking turns 
to talk with teachers and peers. 
Listen and respond appropriately during discussions.  
Take turns to speak using some clarity in a larger group, 
using tenses correctly. 
Recount events with detail. 
Speak in full sentences, using a wide range of word 
choices including recently learnt vocabulary. 
Ask questions to clarify their understanding.  
Connect one idea to another using a range of 
connectives. 
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Hold a conversation with children and adults, taking turns to 
speak. 
Use the future and past tense largely correctly in full 
sentences, possibly with incorrect irregular tenses.   
Increasingly pay attention to more than one thing at a time. 

 Welcome to Ringstead 
 
Settling in activities 
Making friends 
Children talking about 
experiences that are familiar 
to them 
This is my family photo and 
lolly stick houses – sharing 
facts about me 
Rhyming and alliteration 
Daily routing talk 
Eg “Good morning, how are 
you?” 
Following instructions 
Listen to rhymes, poems and 
songs 
 

Tell me a story! 
 
Develop vocab 
Discovering passions – 
show and tell 
Tell me a story 
Re-tell events 
Story language 
Listening and 
responding to stories 
Takes part in discussion 
and model asking 
questions 
Understand how to 
listen carefully and why 
listening is important 
Use new vocab 
throughout the day 
Choose books that will 
develop their vocab 
Join in with rhymes, 
poems and songs 

Tell me why! 
 
Using language well 
Ask how and why 
questions 
Discovering passions  
Re-tell a story with 
story language 
Story intention – talk it! 
Ask questions to find 
out more and to check 
they understand what 
has been said to them 
Describe events in 
some detail 
Listen to and talk about 
stories to build 
familiarity and 
understanding 
What are your 
passions/goals/dreams? 

Learn rhymes, poems 
and songs 

Talk it through! 
 
Show and tell 
Describe events in 
detail – time 
connectives 
Discovering passions 
How to listen carefully 
and why it’s important 
Use stimulus to prompt 
conversation,  
Sustained focus when 
listening to a story 
Develop historical 
vocab through books, 
trip and images 
Talking partners – I 
think…because… 
Recite/perform rhymes, 
poems and songs 
 

What happened? 
 
Show and tell 
Discovering passions 
Re-read some books so 
children learn the 
language necessary to 
talk about what is 
happening in each 
illustration and relate it 
to their own lives. 
Describe it. Where 
would you find it? What 
does it eat? 
Re-enact familiar 
stories in their play. 
Develop scientific vocab 
through books, trip and 
images 
Recite/perform rhymes, 
poems and songs 
 

Time to share 
 
Show and tell 
Recite/perform rhymes, 
poems and songs 
Develop geographical 
vocab through books, 
maps and images 
Recite/perform rhymes, 
poems and songs 
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GERNERAL THEMES Autumn 1 
All About Me 

Autumn 2 
Autumn & Celebrations 

Spring 1 
Winter and Superheroes 

Spring 2 
Spring and Castles 

Summer 1 
Spring and All Creatures 

Great and Small 

Summer 2 
Summer and holidays 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 
In Owls Class, we understand that children will learn best when their well-being is high. Children must feel safe and content in order to be able to access learning and build cognitive development. Personal, 

social, and emotional development of children must weave through everything that we provide for the children from the moment they take a step through the school gate. Warm and trusting relationships 

are at the heart of all that we do. Children are supported in developing relationships with their peers and also other adults across the school. Through the provision in class and by following the Jigsaw P.S.E.D. 

scheme, the children learn to be a good friend by listening, turn-taking, negotiating, responding and understanding emotions. Adults work alongside children to support these relationships and model this. 

Learning to wait and accept delay or disappointment also forms part of this as our own wants may not always be met and children must learn this. They are supported in dealing with these emotions and learn 

to accept the needs and feelings of others. We develop vocabulary to name feelings and encourage children to talk about how they feel. We encourage children to begin to understand diversity and differences 

and to celebrate who they are. We build a strong sense of belonging and community where children are proud to be part of our school family. Developing a healthy attitude and lifestyle runs through healthy 

snacks, explicit learning about the human body, taking part in PE, keeping active and rest. The children learn about good dental hygiene, hand washing and keeping their bodies clean. 

(Small steps 
created from 
Development 
Matters) 
 

Find solutions to conflicts, with support if required. 
Understands why rules are important and increasingly follow 
them independently. Increasingly understand how others might 
be feeling.  
Can take part in pretend play with different roles. Increasingly 
independent in meeting their own care needs. 
 
Begin to manage feelings and talk about feelings using words 
such as ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’.  
Come into school independently, building relationships with 
adults.  
Begin to develop friendships, take turns and negotiate with 
support.  
Use the toilet and wash hands independently. Identify when 
hungry or thirsty, accessing snacks and water.  
Talk about other ways to keep healthy.  
Access the provision independently and ‘choose it, use it, put it 
away’.  

Approach changes to the day, new people and new 
experiences with confidence. 
Manage own personal hygiene and talk about healthy 
practices.  
Continue to develop strong friendships and close 
relationships with adults.  
Show sensitivity towards others.  
Tolerate waiting.  
Show understanding of school behaviour expectations 
and values.  
Develop resilience and perseverance.  
Manage and regulate some feelings with support using 
learnt strategies. 

Have secure friendships and positive relationships with 
adults.  
Confidently talk to other adults around school. Show 
patience in turn taking and control feelings during this 
time.  
Follow expectations in school and talk about why this is 
important.  
Manage feelings using learnt strategies to regulate.  
Carry out plans to reach a goal.  
Show high levels of resilience and perseverance. 
Manage some tasks independently.  
Show empathy towards others.  
Focus attention, stop and listen. 
Manage own hygiene and talk about ways to 
stay/become healthier. 

Scheme - Jigsaw Being Me In my World 
 
1, understand how it feels to 
belong and  
that we are similar and 
different 

Celebrating Differences 
 
1, I can identify 
something I am good at 
and understand 
everyone is good at 
different Things 

Dreams and Goals 
 
1, I understand that if I 
persevere I can tackle 
Challenges 

Healthy Me 
 
1, understand that I 
need to exercise to 
keep my body healthy  

Relationships 
 
1, can identify some of 
the jobs I do in my 
family and how I feel 
like I belong 

Changing Me 
 
1, can name parts of 
the body 
2, can tell you some 
things I can do and  
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2, can start to recognise and 

manage my feelings 
3, enjoy working with 
others to make school  
a good place to be 
4, I understand why it is 
good to be kind and  
use gentle hands 
5, am starting to 
understand children’s  
rights and this means we 
should all be  
allowed to learn and play 
6, am learning what being 
responsible  
means 
Books: 
You Choose 
Colour monster 
Big shouty day  
Stompysaurus 
Barbara throws a wobbler 
 
How: Stories, discussion and 
role play 

2, I understand that 
being different makes 
us all special 
3, know we are all 
different but the same 
in some ways 
4, can tell you why I 
think my home is 
special to me 
5, can tell you how to 
be a kind friend 
6, know which words to 
use to stand up  
for myself when 
someone says or does 
something unkind 
 
Books: 
We’re all wonders 
Rescue and Jessica 
Coming to England 
Harrys Home 
Two Homes 
 
How: Stories, discussion 
and role play 

2, can tell you about a 
time I didn’t give up 
until I achieved my goal 
3, I can set a goal and 
work towards it 
4, can use kind words to 
encourage people 
5. understand the link 
between what I learn 
now and the job I might 
like to do when I’m  
older 
6, can say how I feel 
when I achieve a goal 
and know what it 
means to feel proud 
 
Books: 
Rain before rainbows 
 
How: Stories, discussion 
and role play  
Paramedic, ambulance, 
firefighter and fire 
engine visitors – link 
history term 3 

2, understand how 
moving and resting are 
good for my body 
3, I know which foods 
are healthy and not  
so healthy and can 
make healthy eating  
choices 
4, I know how to help 
myself go to sleep and 
understand why sleep is 
good for me 
5, I can wash my hands 
thoroughly and 
understand why this is 
important  
especially before I eat 
and after I go to the  
Toilet 
6, I know what a 
stranger is and how to 
stay safe if a stranger 
approaches me 
 
Books: 
Ready, Steady, Mo 
Peace at last 
Vegetable Glue 
I don’t want to wash my 
hands 
Teach your dragon 
about stranger danger  
 
How: Stories, discussion 
and role play  
Tasting a variety of 
foods. 
Planting vegetables 

2, know how to make 
friends to stop myself 
from feeling lonely 
3, can think of ways to 
solve problems and stay 
friends 
4, am starting to 
understand the impact 
of unkind words 
5, can use Calm Me 
time to manage my  
Feelings 
6, I know how to be a 
good friend  
 
Books: 
 
 
How: Stories, discussion 
and role play 
Half eaten apple 
analogy   
Full cup analogy 
Breathing exercises – 
tracing fingers, 
mindfulness in nature  

foods I can eat to be 
healthy 
3, I understand that we 
all grow from babies  
to adults 
4, can express how I 
feel about moving to  
Year 1 
5, I can talk about my 
worries and/or the  
things I am looking 
forward to about being 
in Year 1 
6, can share my 
memories of the best 
bits of this year in 
Reception 
 
Books: 
Once there were giants 
– rep from term 3 
history 
 
How: Stories, discussion 
and role play 
Baby visitor?! 
Photo slide show of the 
year  
Visit to Year 1  
Link to term 1 science – 
head, shoulders, knees 
and toes + in between 
parts! 



                                   
 
 

 

Ringstead CofE Primary School Owls Long Term Curriculum Map  

Glitter on hands 
demonstration / pepper 
and soap.  

  



                                   
 
 

 

Ringstead CofE Primary School Owls Long Term Curriculum Map  

GERNERAL THEMES Autumn 1 
All About Me 

Autumn 2 
Autumn & Celebrations 

Spring 1 
Winter and Superheroes 

Spring 2 
Spring and Castles 

Summer 1 
Spring and All Creatures 

Great and Small 

Summer 2 
Summer and holidays 

Physical development 
During the children’s time in Owls’ Class, the development of physical skills is central to their physical, emotional and health development. The children have access to outdoor activities where they can build 
skills in climbing, throwing, catching, balancing, using wheeled toys and negotiating space. During day-to-day activities, the children have access to continuous provision such as puzzles, sewing, threading, 
cutting, hole punches, staplers, cutlery, malleable tools, scoops, spades, diggers, pipettes and much more. Further enhancements are added at different times in the year. Use of tools are taught explicitly as 
part of the adult’s role in play. Read, Write Inc. is the phonics handwriting programme used throughout school; the Reception children receive daily sessions to develop correct pencil hold as well as letter 
formation throughout each week. Reception children are offered two PE session each week following the REAL PE scheme. Adults will develop a clear understanding of children’s physical skills by noticing how 
they are developing the following: (Some children may be further on than this and others may need more support) 
(Small steps 
created from 
Development 
Matters) 
 

Skip, hop and stand on one leg; hold a pose for a game. 
Increasingly remember sequences of movements related to 
music and rhythm. 
Use one-handled tools safely, e.g. snips with scissors. 
Show a preference for a dominant hand. 
Be increasingly independent when getting dressed/undressed. 
 
Create marks on a large and small scale. 
Use a dominant hand. 
Put on own coat and wellies. 
Use wheeled toys with spatial awareness. 
Use a pencil with correct hold, some control and accuracy. 
Throw and catch a large ball. 
Use scissors to snip. 
Use tools such as hole punch, stapler, trowel.  
Change own clothing (except fastenings). 

Hold a pencil with control, following most RWI letter 
formations. 
Write with more automaticity. 
Use scissors to cut along guidelines, moving the paper 
appropriately. 
Mould malleable materials with developing finger 
strength - pinch, poke, roll, ball, squeeze. 
Develop correct hold and use of cutlery. 
Throw and catch a small ball. 
Show good control and coordination in hopping, 
jumping, skipping, balancing etc. 
Do up some fastenings. 
 

Negotiate space and coordinate body to create different 
movements. 
Develop upper body strength to do seat push ups and 
then planks. 
Jump and land appropriately. 
Climb with control. 
Hold a balance. 
Do up buttons. 
Form most letters correctly using RWI style. 
Write with all letters sitting on the line. 
Use scissors to cut closely around a shape. 
Use drawing and painting tools with good control and 
coordination. 

HOW Provide opportunities to use large tools, paint brushes and 
water. 
Adults to encourage independence in putting on wellies and 
waterproofs for mud kitchen and outside play. 
Putting on own coat. 
Free access to outdoor area. 
RWI – guided teaching for Reception 
Provide scissors and other tools in the creation station and 
malleable area for free access during continuous provision. 
Regular mark-making opportunities within the environment  
Drawing and printing tools 
Digging and planting seeds 
REAL PE lessons alongside large apparatus 

Letter formation in RWI daily phonics. 
Fine motor activities 
Malleable play in continuous provision  
Opportunities for cutting with cutlery at snack time and 
lunchtime (also play dough). 
REAL PE lessons alongside large apparatus 
Develop further independence in fastening coats and 
other items of clothing, namely zips 
Free access to outdoor area. 

 

Letter formation in RWI daily phonics 
Guided writing / sentence structure during Literacy  
Fine motor activities  
Malleable play in continuous provision 
Opportunities for cutting with cutlery at snack time and 
lunchtime (also play dough). 
REAL PE lessons alongside large apparatus 
Free access to outdoor area. 
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GERNERAL THEMES Autumn 1 
All About Me 

Autumn 2 
Autumn & Celebrations 

Spring 1 
Winter and Superheroes 

Spring 2 
Spring and Castles 

Summer 1 
Spring and All Creatures 

Great and Small 

Summer 2 
Summer and holidays 

English 
Reading Skills 

In Owls, we follow the Ruth Miskin Read, Write Inc. programme of Phonics. Our fully trained staff deliver sessions daily to all children in Reception. At the beginning of September, the Reception class begin all 
together, learning all of the Set 1 sounds and developing skills in blending and segmenting. Once the children have completed this part of the programme, we then use assessments to group the children 
accordingly. Each group will then focus on where the children are. Each child is assessed every ‘short’ term, this enables fluidity in groupings and close monitoring of individual progress and gaps. All Reception 
children read 1:1 with an adult each week and some children have extra time to read with an adult in order to support their progress. A banded book bag book is sent home with the children along with their 
phonics group book and a library book chosen by the child to enjoy with an adult. 

(Small steps 
created from 
Development 
Matters) 
 

Understand we read English text from left to right and from top 
to bottom. 
To know the names of the different parts of the book and begin 
to understand the meaning of ‘word’.  
Spot and suggest rhymes.  
Count and clap syllables in a word.  
Recognise words with the same initial sound.  
Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new 
vocabulary.  
Understand oral blending and segmenting, e.g. Fred Talk. Use 
onset and rime to create rhyming words, e.g. h-at. 
 
Be able to talk about a familiar story.  
Use pictures and small world to create a narrative.  
Retell a story with actions.  
Recognise all Set 1 single sounds.  
Hear initial sounds in words.  
Blend and segment CVC words.  
Choose books independently, handling carefully.  
Talk about what might happen next in a story. 

Read CVC words.  
Read some common exception words.  
Answer questions about a familiar text.  
Recognise all set 1 sounds. 
Create a story map to show understanding of a familiar 
text.  
Use some story language and new vocabulary. 
Predict what a text might be about 

Discuss stories with others, developing ideas and 
demonstrating an understanding of the text.  
Use new vocabulary in context.  
Read sentences.  
Read words with digraphs.  
Recognise all Set 1 and Set 2 sounds.  
Read a number of common exception words. Recognise 
capital letters.  
Innovate a familiar text.  
Use pictures from a text to make inference. 

How? Twice daily phonics – Read Write Inc from Week 1  
Phonics pinny time throughout day 
Fast Track phonics as appropriate  
1:1 reading book with an adult at least weekly / daily for focus children  
Home – School reading: parents’ phonics workshop and regular training videos shared electronically, reading record, phonics bags, reading book, phonics book, library book 
Weekly library session 
Daily taught book-centred English lesson including VIPERS  
Book focused curriculum  
Daily story time with high quality texts – book voting station  
Daily rhyme time 
High quality books throughout all areas of Continuous Provision – changed / enhanced regularly to reflect current learning 
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Possible texts You Choose 
Not Now Bernard 
Goldilocks 
The Three Little Pigs 
Funny Bones 
Whatever next 
Farmer Duck 
Billy The Beast 
Stone soup? 
 
Story Time: 
Pumpkin Soup 
The Growing story 
Two Homes (PSHE) 
Lost and Found 
The Elves and the Shoe Maker 

 
Rhyme time: 
Chop Chop 
Pointy Hat 
Five Little Pumpkins 
Wise Old Owls 
Falling Apples 
A Basket of Apples 
 

We’re going on a Bear 
Hunt 
Gruffalo 
One Snowy Night 
Billy and the Beast 
The Ginger Bread Man 
Scaredy Squirrel 
 
Story Time: 
The Scarecrow’s Wedding 
Zim, Zam, Zoom 
The Grasshopper and the 
Ant 
Beautiful Oops 
Babushka 
The Things I love about 
trees (UtW) 

We’re all wonders(PSHE) 
Rescue and Jessica 
(PSHE) 
Coming to England(PSHE) 
 
Rhyme time: 
Leaves are falling 
Breezy weather 
Who has seen the wind? 
Cup of Tea 
Mice 
Shoes 

Cops and Robbers 
Little Red Riding Hood 
The Billy Goats Gruff 
A Superhero like you by Dr 
Ranj 
Superworm 
 
Story Time:  
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes 
We’re all Wonders 
The Nurse and the Wolf 
Together We Can 
Florence Nightingale 
Take Off Your Brave 
Coming to England 
 
Rhyme time: 
Popcorn 
A Little House 
Pancakes 
Let’s put on our mittens 
I can build a snowman 
Carrot Nose 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
Rapunzel 
The Great Fairy Tale 
Disaster 
Hansel and Gretal 
 
Story Time: 
Owl Babies 
The Snail and the Whale 
Rescue and Jessica 
The Lion and the Mouse 
Giraffe’s Can’t Dance 
Shhh! 
Rain Before Rainbows 
You Choose Fairy Tales 
Clean Up 

 
Rhyme time: 
Hungry Birdies 
A Little Seed 
Mrs Bluebird 
Furry Furry Squirrel 
Stepping Stones 
Spring Wind 
Oi Frog  

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 
Tadpole’s Promise 
Oscar and the Frog 
Sharing a Shell 
 
Story time:  
Each Peach, Pear, Plum 
Handa’s Surprise 
Rubies Worry 
Oliver’s Vegetable 
How to wash a woolly 
mammoth 
Anansi the Spider 
Oi Frog 
Hats of Faith (RE) 
 
Rhyme time: 
I have a little frog 
Dance 
Pitter patter 
Sliced bread 
A little shell 
Five little peas 

Rattletrap Car 
Journey 
Mrs Armitage on wheels 
The Hundred Decker Bus 
On the way home 
 
Story Time: 
Naughty Bus 
Coming to England 
The Suitcase 
The Tiny Seed 
Mr Grumpy’s Outing 
Billy The Beast Commotion 
in the Ocean – poetry   
Rainbow fish - Journey 
stories  
Once there were giants 
(Science and PSHE) 
Clem and Crab (KC has this 
– links to recycling) 
 
Rhyme time: 
The Fox 
Monkey Babies 
Thunderstorm 
Five Little Owls 
If I were so very small 
Under a stone 
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English Writing 
In line with teaching reading as outlined above, we teach Read. Write Inc and support the teaching of writing. Mark-making is encouraged through continuous provision where many materials and tools are 
accessible to all. Drawing Club is used to excite children about mark making, making conversation and maths and a ‘Message Centre’ is in continuous provision for children to become excited about creating 
and recording fictional ideas, symbols and secret codes. Adults model writing through play, whole class sessions and small groups. We know from our knowledge and experience that the children’s development 
of physical skills is imperative to the development of writing. This is addressed by providing children with opportunities to develop fine motor skills, ensuring they have access to loose parts and malleable 
materials. 

(Small steps 
created from 
Development 
Matters) 
 

Begin to make marks and draw freely. 
Have a go at ‘writing’ and making marks within their play. 
Write own name, correctly forming those letters (and other 
letters that are of interest). 
 
 
Develop meaning for marks. 
Explore mark-making in different areas of the provision. 
Write circles, lines, symbols and letter-like shapes. 
Write own name. 
Begin to hold a pencil correctly. 
Begin to form set 1 letters.  
Write initial sounds and some obvious sounds in words. 

Write set 1 sounds. 
Hold a pencil with more control. 
Write CVC words.  
Use phonic knowledge to attempt to write in meaningful 
context. 
Write labels, lists and messages. 
 

Form most letters correctly, including capital letters. 
Write in simple sentences using phonic knowledge. 
Orally rehearse a sentence. 
Re-read own writing aloud to an adult. 
Use a full stop. 
 

English Writing 
CP – clipboards and 
paper in CP, The 
Message Centre, 
celebrate writing 
together each day – 
WOW work 
 
Handwriting packs 
home 

Writing for purpose: 

Writing own name 
Label 
Write some letters from own name. 
Orally segment single CVC words 
Say initial sounds in most words 
Write some initial sounds 

Writing for purpose: 

Character description 
Christmas list 
Firework poetry 

Writing for purpose: 

Wanted Poster 
Thank you letters 
 

Writing for purpose: 

Factfile 
Intructions – make 
porridge 
Recount Rockingham 
 

Writing for purpose: 

Story ending 
Factfiles – Froglets / 
own creature  
Poetry 
postcard 
 

Writing for purpose: 

Whole story – 5 
sentence oral 
Postcards 
Factfiles - animals 
Recount Hamerton 
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GERNERAL THEMES Autumn 1 
All About Me 

Autumn 2 
Autumn & Celebrations 

Spring 1 
Winter and Superheroes 

Spring 2 
Spring and Castles 

Summer 1 
Spring and All Creatures 

Great and Small 

Summer 2 
Summer and holidays 

Maths 
In Owls Class, the children are immersed in maths throughout each day. Adults understand the importance of building maths language and skills across the curriculum. Although there are set times for specific 
maths teaching, maths is happening all of the time. The early counting principles form the core foundations for developing maths concepts – one to one principle, stable order, cardinal principle, abstraction 
principle, order irrelevance principle alongside subitising. We use White Rose Maths to guide daily maths sessions for Reception and support activities across EY in the enhanced provision. Adults work with 
the class and individually to develop skills and concepts. Areas of the provision are enhanced to develop concepts, skills and language. Maths led planning is used within continuous provision to check key skills, 
identify gaps and ensure individual progress is made. 
KIRFS Say the numbers in order to 5 Recognise numbers to 5 Subitise to 5 Say the numbers in 

order to 10 

Recall number bonds up to 
5 (and related subtraction 
facts) 

Composition numbers 
to 10 

White Rose Maths 
Principles of counting 
Daily Routines:  
Self registration, 
calendar, house 
points, counting how 
many in the line 

Drawing club: Using 
mathematical 
language when 
drawing, counting, 
subitising, 2D shapes, 
read and write secret 
codes. 
Within CP: 
Practise taught skills, 
compare amounts, 
mass, capacity, size, 
pattern 

Carpet time: 
Consolidate basic 
skills, counting songs, 
introduce Time Tellers 
half way through the 
year. 

Getting to know you 
 
Match Sort and Compare 
 
Talk about measure and 
patterns 
 
 
 

It’s me 1,2,3 
 
Circles and Triangles 
 
1,2,3,4,5 
 
Shapes with 4 sides 
 
Books:  
Rosie’s walk 
Goodnight Moon 
Peace At Least 

Alive in 5! 
 
Mass and capacity 
 
Growing 6,7,8 
 
Length, height and 
time 
 
Books:  
Six Dinner Sid 

Length, height and 
time 
 
Building 9 and 10 
 
Explore 3D shapes 
 
 
 

To 20 and beyond 
 

How many now? 

 

Manipulate, compose 

and decompose 

 

Sharing and grouping 

 

 

Books:  
Mouse Count 
Quack and Count  
Rosie’s walk 
Tad (link with UtW) 

Sharing and grouping 
 

Visualise, build and 

map 

 

Make connections 

 

Consolidation 
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GERNERAL THEMES Autumn 1 
All About Me 

Autumn 2 
Autumn & Celebrations 

Spring 1 
Winter and Superheroes 

Spring 2 
Spring and Castles 

Summer 1 
Spring and All Creatures 

Great and Small 

Summer 2 
Summer and holidays 

Understanding the world / RE/ Festivals 
In Owls, we aim to develop a curiosity about how things work, where things come from, where we fit into the world and what is unique about us. Lots of time is spent outdoors enabling a focus on nature, 
changes in seasons, weather, habitats and opportunities to do some gardening too. Preparing the children for future learning in KS1 and KS2, units have been carefully planned on concept maps to compliment 
and reinforce future knowledge. Owls keep a timeline of their year enabling them to see history unravel over time, topic books are shared and discussed and ‘vintage’ or old technology are available for 
children to explore in continuous provision. Maps of all different shapes and sizes are celebrated, enjoyed, re-created or invented and worked out! Being in a predominantly white British setting, we seek to 
offer opportunities which will broaden children’s knowledge of different cultures, heritage and celebrate diversity together using books and artefacts. Harvest, Christmas, Easter and Pentecost experiences 
are held for the children to explore and, in preparation for the transition to Year 1, during Summer term, Owls join the rest of the school each Monday for worship in St Mary’s Church alongside the RE covered. 
Learning is reinforced through organised school trips too. Key to all of Owls’ learning in Understanding the World are the opportunities given to explore ideas, new knowledge and curiosities throughout our 
continuous provision with all adults engaged in helping children to do so. 

(Small steps 
created from 
Development 
Matters) 
 

Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different 

properties. 

Talk about what they see, using an increasing vocabulary. 

Begin to make sense of their own life story and family’s history. 

 

Use pictures and books to talk about different places. 

Closely observe animals and the natural world. 

Talk about own family and make sense of their own life story 

and family’s history. 

Begin to find out about different cultures and religions. 

Engage in practical activities to find out how things work. 

Compare our local environment to a different environment. 

Recognise and explore different role/jobs in society. 

Recognise some simple features on a map. 
Talk about the changes in seasons through first-hand 
experience. 
Recognise and talk about the past using books and 
pictures. 
Know that there are different religious and cultural 
communities. 
Understand some scientific processes such as melting, 
freezing, floating and sinking. 

Talk about people and their roles. 
Talk about past and present, comparing and contrasting 
characters from stories including figures from the past 
and images of familiar situations. 
Recognise that some people have different beliefs and 
celebrate special times in different ways.  
Describe and talk about environments using knowledge 
of maps, recognising some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other countries. 
Explore and observe the natural world, talking about 
changes. 
Plant seeds, care for them and talk about the process. 
Recognise some properties of materials. 

RE 
 
Understanding 
Christianity units 

RE: Being Special F4: Where do 

we belong? 

 
Harvest Festival 
 
 
 

RE: Incarnation F2: Why 

do Christians perform 
nativity plays at 
Christmas? (UC) 
 
Diwali – rangoli? 
Remembrance 
Bonfire Night 
Christmas 

Books: What’s Cooking 
Jamela? 
BRITISH VALUES 

RE: Creation F1: Why is 

the word God important 
to Christians? (UC) 
 

Chinese New Year 

RE: Salvation F3: Why do 

Christians put a cross in an 
Easter garden? (UC) 
 
Pancake Day 
Mother’s Day 
Easter 
Eid 

 

RE: F5: Which places are 

special and why? 
 
The King’s Coronation 
 
 

 
 

RE: F6: Which stories are 

special and why? 
 
Father’s Day 

 

HISTORY Begin to make sense of their 
own life story and family’s 
history 

DINOSAURS? Compare and contrast 
characters from stories, 
including figures from 
the past.  

Comment on images of 
familiar situation in the 
past 

Kings and Queens – The 
Coronation 
Books:  

Comment on images of 
familiar situation in the 
past (links with Y1 cars 
– Formula 1 and history 
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(links with Y1 toys and 
changes with living memory 
unit) 
Compare teddies. 
Photos of family and familiar 
places. 
Books about families. 
Books:  
The Toymaker 
 

Jobs – Nurses – Mary 
Seacole (links with Y1 
Florence Nightingale) 
Firefighters, police, 
paramedic and 
ambulance visitor 
Changes over time – 
animals and the 
environment) 
Books:  
Mary Seacole 
Once there were giants 
BRITISH VALUES 

Castles – homes in the 
past 
Rockingham Castle Visit 
Rich and Poor 
Books:  
A Street through time 
 
 

King Charles – Little 
People Big Dreams 
The King’s Coronation: 
A Push, Pull and Slide 
Book(Y1 link to DT 
sliders and levers) 

of cars. Northants - 
Silverstone) 
Modes of transport and 
how changed. Compare 
rich and poor. 
Boats and cars 
GRT History month 

GEOGRAPHY 
 
Maps – use and 
make real and 
imaginary 
 
Map work used 
over the year – 
We're going on a 
bear hunt, 
gingerbread man – 
draw a map.  
 
Map of playground 
– treasure hunt etc 

 Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between 
life in this country and 
other countries  
Christmas – how 
celebrated in diff 
countries including 
Africa. 
Compare the woods to 
Rainforest in Kenya – 
KaKamega 
(links with Geog – 
Kenya Y2)  
Books:  
What’s cooking Jamela 
Handa’s Surprise 

Economy/Trade- know 
adults often have to go 
to work and know we 
need money 
See above – jobs 
Environment & 
Sustainability – know 
we need to look after 
places. Wider 
community and 
decisions 
Recycling, re-using – 
bird feeders out of milk 
cartons 
Books:  
George Saves the world 
Clem and Crab 

 Europe & rest of the 
world - Know that 
there are different 
countries in the world 
and talk about 
differences they have 
experiences or seen in 
photos (links with Geog 
UK – London Y1 and 
geography of the 
school) 
Postcards (all term) 
This is the UK – know 
we live in England. 
Know diff parts of UK 
Buskingham Palace 
London 
Tube Map 
UK Map 
(links Y1 London) 
Books:  
What the ladybird heard 

Being a Geographer 
(fieldwork) – Ringstead 
school 
Map work around 
Ringstead/school 
Draw information from 
simple maps 
Holidays 
 
 

SCIENCE 
 
All uear –  

Teeth The Woods 
Habitats – squirrels, 
hedgehogs, bugs, owls 

Changes of state – 
melting ice 
Life cycles of people 

Materials (Y1 Link) 
Knights -  metals, 
armour, magnets, 

Life cycle of a sunflower 
(Y2 link changes over 
time) 

Materials and forces – 
making boats, 
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Seasonal change: 
Deciduous - 
Horsechestnut, 
sycamore, 
evergreen (fir tree, 
holly bush) 
Weather station 
Senses  
Observational 
drawings 
 
 
 

Parts of the body – heads, 
shoulders, knees and toes (Y1 
link) 
Plant daff bulbs (Y2 link) 
Pansies, rosemary, lavender 
 
 

Hibernation 
Materials – wood 
(Y1 naming materials, 
Y2 habitats) 
Books:  
The Gruffalo 
The Things I love about 
trees 
Harrys Home (rep from 
Term 1) 

 
Book: Once there were 
giants 

forces (Y3/4 magnets 
link) 
Rocks – castles (Y3/4 
rocks) 
Signs pf spring: 
Daffodils, tulips (vocab: 
stem and petals)  
buds, blossom, lambs 
Plants  - growing beans 
(book – Jack and the 
Beanstalk), planting 
pepper plants 
Science day – sense of 
small and forces 

Book: The Tiny Seed 
(vocab: seed, seedling, 
stem, flower) 
Caterpillars 
Tadpoles 
Books: The very hungry 
caterpillar, Tadpole’s 
Promise 
Planting sunflowers and 
edible food –tomatoes, 
nasturtiums, herbs 
Bug Hotel 

waterproofing, floating, 
sinking 
Shadows – object 
shadow art 
Hamerton Zoo? 
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GERNERAL THEMES Autumn 1 
All About Me 

Autumn 2 
Autumn & Celebrations 

Spring 1 
Winter and Superheroes 

Spring 2 
Spring and Castles 

Summer 1 
Spring and All Creatures 

Great and Small 

Summer 2 
Summer and holidays 

Expressive Arts and Design 
 

We encourage plenty of creativity in Owls class. Our continuous provision is set out in a way that enables children to self-access a range of tools and materials in order to express themselves through music, 
art, DT, dance and drama. Music sessions take place through ‘Charanga’, access to musical instruments, singing familiar songs and learning rhymes during Rhyme Time. Role play areas and small world form 
part of the continuous provision, where children are encouraged to use their imagination and creativity to develop their ideas. A home corner is consistent throughout the year as is a mock classroom area. 
The self-access areas are carefully thought out to match skill levels such as different ways of joining and learning to colour mix independently. A malleable area is constant with a range of materials and 
enhancements, throughout the year, to encourage creativity. ‘Kapow’ is used to give more focused art or DT lessons from time to time and a collection of Famous Artists are added to a display throughout the 
year to inspire the children. 

(Small steps 
created from 
Development 
Matters) 
 

Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent 

something else even though they are not similar. 

Begin to develop complex stories using small world. 

Join different materials and explore different textures.  

Show different emotions in their drawings. 

Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts 

and feelings.  

Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use 

these shapes to represent objects.  

Add increasing detail, e.g. a circle for a face with details. 

Play instruments with increasing control. 

  

Explore a range of art skills such as printing, painting and 

drawing. 

Explore colour mixing-mix two colours and talk about the new 

colour. 

Draw with some accuracy to represent an object. 

Develop pretend play by taking on a role in the role play area. 

Bring the small world to life with words and movements. 

Use a range of instruments with increasing control to express 

their feelings and ideas, talk about and explore the sounds that 

they make. 

Join in with some familiar songs. 

 

Begin to confidently perform songs alone or with others, 

increasingly matching the pitch and following the 

melody. 

Further develop art skills – printing, drawing, modelling, 

painting. 

Work collaboratively to create with others. 

Talk about processes. 

Develop stories in play. 

Develop detail in drawings – e.g. facial features. 

Use a range of instruments with increasing control to 

express their feelings and ideas, talk about and explore 

the sounds that they make. 

 

 

Develop a narrative in play. 

Use a wide range of materials and processes to create 

models and pictures.  

Innovate stories. 

Perform a song, story, dance, poem or music.  

Add detail to drawings. 

Represent experiences in drawings.  

Return to build on their previous learning, refining ideas 

and developing their ability to represent them. 

Use some musical instruments correctly, following 

rhythm and tempo. 

 

HOW 
MUSIC & 
DANCE 

Charanga – Me! Charanga – My Stories 
 
Nativity play 

Charanga – Everyone! 
 

Charanga – Our World Charanga – Big Bear 
Funk 

Charanga – Reflect, 
rewing and replay 
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Rhyme Time 
learned each day 
throughout the 
year 

Drawing and painting to 
music 

July Rose – maypole 
dancing 

ART 
 
Book of artist – add 
to our display every 
2 weeks a new 
artist 
 
All media accessible 
in CP 

 
 

Kapow – Drawing: 
Marvellous Marks 
 
Portraits – drawing, loose 
parts 
 
Introducing media – 
crayons/pastels, felt tips, 
chalk 
 
Artists:  
VanGogh 
Picasso 
Anon graffiti artists 
 
Craft and Design 

Kapow – Painting & 
Mixed media 
 

Intro to paint 
Colour mixing 
Book – mix it up 
Salt dough Christmas 
decorations 
Firework art 
Rangoli patterns 
 

Artists:  
Pollock 
Kandinsky (maths – 
circles) 
Yayoi Kusama (pumpkin 
painting) 
Millais (Autumn Leaves) 
Andy Goldsworthy 

Consolidation of 
Autumn skills 

Kapow – Sculpture and 
3D creations 
 
Transient, collaborative 
art – The Visitors Book 
 
Quills – crushed 
charcoal and water 
Artists:  
Clare Thompson – The 
Visitors 

Kapow – Sculpture and 
3D creations 
 
Clay animals project – 
refine, develop and 
represent their ideas 
 
Artists:  
Van Gogh – Sunflowers 
and Starry Night 
Matisse – torn paper 
snails 
 
 

Kapow – Mixed media 
 
Shadow drawing 
Self portraits - refine, 
develop and represent 
their ideas 
 
 
Artists:  
Megan Coyle – beach 
landscapes – torn paper 
Hokusai – The Great 
Wave 

DT 
Use small world 
equipment – create 
own. 
Malleable and junk 
modelling station in 
CP 
Explore, use and 
refine artistic effects 
to express ideas and 
feelings. 
Create collaboratively 
sharing ideas, 
resources and skills. 

Kapow – Craft and Design 
 
Cutting (Y1 DT templates 
link) 
Junk model houses 
Joining materials (Y1 
structures link) 
 
Pumpkins – hammers, nails, 
hacksaws 

Mince pie making – RE 
link 

Fruit Salad preparation 
– RE link (Y1/2 DT link). 
Using knives, forks and 
spoons. 
 
Chinese New Year – 
chopsticks, shadow 
puppets? 

Kapow – Sculpture and 
3D creations 
 
Junk model castles – 
out of blocks and 
construction kits(Y1 
Structures DT link) 
Princess necklace 
threading (repeating 
patterns maths link) 
 

Weaving/sewing/ 
textiles (Y1 DT puppets 
link) 

Weaving/sewing/ 
textiles (Y1 DT puppets 
link) 

 

 

British Values 
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British Values 
Tolerance of those and 

different faiths (middle finger) 
Democracy (thumb) Rules and Laws (pointy finger) Individual Liberty (little finger) Mutual Respect 

(wedding ring) 

Families 
Diwali 

Christmas 
Chinese New Year 

Harvest 
Easter 

Pancake Day 
Eid 

Daily class vote for favourite 
book/song/story 

Daily who can I ask for help? Bonfire Night 
What do I know about me? 

Recycling 

Remembrance Day 
Sports Day 

Black History Month 
GRT History month 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Democracy 

 
Rule of Law 

 

Tolerance 

 
Mutual Respect 

 

Rule of Law 

 
Tolerance 

 

Mutual Respect 

 
Individual Liberty 

 

Tolerance 

 
Individual Liberty 

 

Mutual Respect 

 
 
Individual Liberty 
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Show and Tell ideas 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Couple of parents to 
bring in their old teddy 
and compare with their 
child’s? Share with 
class.  
OR – Mystery Teddy! 

GUESS who’s teddy it 
belongs to – photo 
from parent and clues. 
Parent comes in and 
shares. 

International Morning?  
Family with diff culture 
bring in traditional 
costumes and food for 
class to try 

What do my parents 
do? 

 
JOBS 

 
Eg nurse/doctor/ 
fireman come in and 
show clothes they 
wear/ describe their job 

 
Can we get fire engine 
to visit? 

Not sure.... or take a 
break from show and 
tell 

Bring my pet into 
school. How do you 
look after it etc 

 
(one of our children has 
a tortoise – can't 
remember which !) 

Midwife (I have friends 
at church that could 
help!) visit or better still 
– people with baby 
come in to visit – talk 
about how to look 
after.... show how to 
wash/change 
nappy/feed 

 

Owl Travels the world - ‘Where in the world is OWL now? 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Africa  
 
Volcano 

Diwali – India 
 
Rainforest – Kenya -
KaKamega 

 
Greenland 

Chinese New Year – 
China 
 
Antarctic  
 
Beach/Seaside/Coast 

Eid – Asia/Africa 

 
Mountain top 

London 
 
Rainforests - Amazon 

Deserts – (Egypt link) 
 
Ringstead 

 


